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CMS provides multiple resources for Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) providers. Below is a list of documents and 
websites to support your understanding of updates to the Minimum Data Set (MDS) 3.0 Resident Assessment 
Instrument (RAI) Version 1.18.11 guidance.  

User’s Manual and Item Sets can be found in the Downloads Section of the MDS 3.0 RAI Manual webpage. 

• SNF Quality Reporting Program.
• SNF QRP Training.
• SNF QRP Measures and Technical Information.
• SNF QRP Public Reporting.

• SNF QRP Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs).
• SNF QRP Quick Reference Guide.
• SNF QRP Program Measure Calculations and Reporting User’s Manual Version 4.0.
• CMS Quality Improvement and Evaluation System (QIES) Technical Support Office (QTSO) | Reference and 

Manuals.

It is recommended that all information provided to residents, family, and/or caregivers is in consumer-friendly 
terminology and plain language to ensure that provided information is clear and understandable. Please use the 
link for more information on Plain Language in Healthcare. 

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of Minority Health (OMH).
• Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) HHS Implementation Guidance on Data 

Collection Standards for Race, Ethnicity, Sex, Primary Language, and Disability Status.
• OMH HHS Data Collection Standards for Race, Ethnicity, Primary Language, Sex, and Disability Status.
• Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) Quality Reporting Program (QRP) Health Equity.
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Guidance Resources for the MDS 3.0 RAI Manual v1.18.11

Additional Resources 

Plain Language Resources 

Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) Information 

Skilled Nursing Facility Quality Reporting Program (SNF QRP) 

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/MDS30RAIManual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/Skilled-Nursing-Facility-Quality-Reporting-Program/SNF-Quality-Reporting-Program-Overview
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/Skilled-Nursing-Facility-Quality-Reporting-Program/SNF-Quality-Reporting-Program-Training
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality-initiatives-patient-assessment-instruments/nursinghomequalityinits/skilled-nursing-facility-quality-reporting-program/snf-quality-reporting-program-measures-and-technical-information
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality-initiatives-patient-assessment-instruments/nursinghomequalityinits/skilled-nursing-facility-quality-reporting-program/snf-quality-reporting-program-public-reporting
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality-initiatives-patient-assessment-instruments/nursinghomequalityinits/skilled-nursing-facility-quality-reporting-program/snf-quality-reporting-program-faqs-
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/pac-snf-quickreferenceguide-v30.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/snf-quality-measure-calculations-and-reporting-users-manual-v40.pdf
https://qtso.cms.gov/reference-manuals
https://qtso.cms.gov/reference-manuals
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/resources/content-types/healthcare/
https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/
https://aspe.hhs.gov/basic-report/hhs-implementation-guidance-data-collection-standards-race-ethnicity-sex-primary-language-and-disability-status
https://aspe.hhs.gov/basic-report/hhs-implementation-guidance-data-collection-standards-race-ethnicity-sex-primary-language-and-disability-status
https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/omh/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlid=23
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fskilled-nursing-facility-snf-quality-reporting-program-qrp-health-equity&data=05%7C01%7Cjstempinski%40econometricainc.com%7C341859062c044e4b783a08db5188a44c%7C13b395196ac741d49dcabd14bb952f29%7C0%7C0%7C638193419554436370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KETDl0Ie9mVn8fIxuBhwKKXly0G4W30ZmBUbzEGdKyg%3D&reserved=0
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